
Sunday 23rd August 2020 

 

Birthdays:
Mon: 24th August – Erika Griffiths 
Sat: 29th August –    Blesson Khris< 

Please remember to pray for: 
Sunday:   Chris<ne Alloway 
Monday:     Youssef Alnagar 
Tuesday:  Nishanthan Amos 
Wednesday: Keya Awale 
Thursday:  Sam Awale 
Friday:  Jenish Baria 
Saturday:  Sunil Baria 
  

for the sick and the bereaved and for 3 people to experience God’s 

love this week 

Today’s Bible readings: 

Romans 12: 1-8 
MaMhew 16: 13-20 

Collect for the Eleventh Sunday a9er Trinity 
God of glory, 
the end of our searching, 
help us to lay aside 
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 
and to give all that we have 
to gain the pearl beyond all price, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

Standing on the Rock of Jesus 
Shining His light to all we meet



Resources for Worship in Lockdown 

Dial-a-sermon 

St James’ sermons on your landline.  

Dial 0208 016 2333 for our most recent sermon. 

 

Teaching and worship from the New Wine Conference last weekend: 
hFps://www.youtube.com/user/newwinetube 

PASTORAL CARE AT ST JAMES 
If you need urgent prayers at any Jme please contact a member of the 
Prayer Chain who will pray and then pass your prayer request on to an-
other member of the chain unJl the circle is complete.   
Those on the Prayer Chain: 
Hyacinth Tyrrell 
Sandra Hall    Nalini Ganesalingam   
Theresa Gyimah   Irene Bramble 

NOTICES 
Diary Dates 

Zoom small group meeFngs: 

Hindi language, 6pm    Saturday 29th August 
Tamil language, 7pm    Saturday 29th August 
PCC meeFng, 8pm     Monday 1st September 
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More Prayer - ‘Prayer doodling’ 

A few years ago, I was given a book called “Praying in Black and White” by Sybil 
& Andy Macbeth (by all means look it up or buy it for a fuller explanaJon). In it 
the authors talk about struggling to find words to pray and the benefit they 
found from using doodling, drawing and wriJng things down as a way of com-
ing close to God. 
The author writes, 
“My inadequacy in prayer reached it’s peak several years ago. In a single year 6 
or 7 close friends and family were diagnosed with a variety of cancers. I tried to 
pray for them in the way one of my friends calls ‘Passionate begging’ but a^er 
a while i was sick of my own patheJc words. They felt childish and inadequate. 
One morning, I sat down at the table and started to doodle, I drew a blob and 
added lines and dots. I wrote the name ‘Sue’ inside the shape. Sue, my sister-
in-law, was one of the people I was praying for. WriJng her name was uncon-
scious. I conJnued to doodle and to focus on her name. At the end of the 
drawing, I noJced I had been quiet for at least 10 minutes. My worry for Sue 
was less. And then I realised I had prayed. There were no words, but a handing 
over of Sue into God’s care. It was as if we were quietly si`ng in a room to-
gether - God, Sue and I- just being there, holding each other in love. What I 
needed to do in prayer was spend Jme with God and spend Jme with Sue. Id 
isn’t necessarily have words, and God didn’t need me to have the words. The 
doodling created something for my hands to do and my eyes to watch while I 
became sJll enough on the inside to recognise the presence of God.” 

Why not try doodling the names of the people you pray for this week? Or com-
bine this with the Divine Reading we talked about last week by wriJng out a 
bible verse and doodling around it as you re-read it? The important thing is to 
help yourself to be sJll so that God’s Holy Spirit can pray with you and through 
you. 

Contact: Revds Ali & Steve Taylor (Vicar) 
Phone:    020 8795 0861 

Email:     vicarsteve@gmail.com 
                   tayloriali@gmail.com 

(Day off on Fridays) 

mailto:vicarsteve@gmail.com
mailto:tayloriali@gmail.com


 

A message from the vicars 
Dear St James, 

Did you survive the heatwave? Are you glad of the rain this past week or 
grieving that it’s nearly Autumn? There’s a constant debate in the vicarage 
over whether August should be thought of as Summer or Autumn. We have 
the same debate over whether February is Winter or Spring - in 20 years 
we’re no closer to agreeing on it.  
Disagreements are one of the hardest parts of being in relationship with other 
people, yet we know that we are called to be in community together. The bible 
never suggests that Christians should always agree with each other, only that 
they should always love one another.  
Over the coming months, we will restart physical worship services but they will 
be limited in terms of how many people can attend and what we are able to 
do. Our online worship will continue for those who cannot attend in person but 
there will definitely be disagreements about how we organise things here at St 
James, who gets to attend and what it look like. 
Those disagreements are welcome. We are a family, a body, living stones be-
ing built together into a temple. We are not all meant to be the same, with 
identical preferences and needs. Our disagreements will allow us to learn 
more about each other, to make better space for each other, and will hopefully 
help us draw closer to God and each other.   

With love as always 
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